Occupational health planning in Israel: a U.S. perspective.
In order to indicate priorities for possible occupational health care planning activities, we evaluated occupational health risks, health services, and occupational research and training in Israel from the perspective of occupational medicine in the United States. We used available public information as well as data collected in a previous regional assessment of occupational health in the Negev. We estimated that each year 35% of the workforce in Israel may be exposed to high levels of noise, 4-11% to workplace toxins, and 7% to work injuries, all hazards warranting attention by health planners. Reviewing occupational health services we found that programmatic deficiencies limit the effective use of existing resources. We also evaluated the potential benefits of strengthened expert review in setting funding priorities for research and training in occupational safety and health in Israel.